18              MANSUR   AL-HALLAJ

saw the celebrated Rope Trick, on that occasion
performed by a woman, a point of considerable
interest.* This mystic-adventurer wrote forty-
six books, and certainly gained considerable
influence over the lower classes by his many
signs and wonders. He is said to have disputed
the necessity of making a pilgrimage to Mecca
by stating that by occult practices it could be
performed equally well in any room. On a
certain occasion, however, we cannot help but
admire Al-Hallafs wit and aptitude. One day
he stretched forth an empty hand and produced
from the air an apple, which he asserted he had
plucked from Paradise. One of his witnesses
disputed his assertion, because this particular
apple was maggot-eaten, and therefore not of
Divine origin. Al-Hallaj at once replied: " It
is because it hath come forth from the Mansion
of Eternity to the Abode of Decay: there-
fore to its heart hath corruption found its
way!"

Al-Hallaj, on account of his various heretical
teachings, was imprisoned and subjected to all
manner of cruelties. Bravely he went forth
to the place of crucifixion. For four days he
was nailed on a cross .on both sides of the Tigris.
From these tortures he was finally released. Ten
years later he was executed, telling his disciples

* " Among the Adepts and Mystics of Hindostan." The
Occult Review, December, 1905.